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hhwuﬁ programmae is if it i
coupled with & Muciear Fusl Cycle.
South Alica has a leasible
biuesinese case for the latter. Owiously
ther challenge with nuclear is the
higher capitad costs and lead Bmeas
in comparisan o ather technologies.
Howaewar, this |5 offsat by lower Lifacycla
Costs and vitually non-exister
amissions (if you wena o pul a cost 1o
this as well).

What were the deciding faciors for

the 9,600MW of nuclear new bulld in

South Africa?

= To have & susiginabie and rekabda
basa-load. which is smpotam for
security of slactricily supply.

= Tha mullipher efiect of a nucloar
FeOframiIme

= BB00MW translated imo a fieat of
roughly 10 reactors. For the nuclear

nanw build pragrammia to ba viabin

you need o implemant & flast

{i's & quastion of peonomaes

al scala),

b EST Africe's African
Pawer ETiles: Projecls and
People publication,
you predicted

that in 2015 g
wiid potentially

be & “produrement
deciskon for tha
AExl NUClear powes
station”. Is this still
this casa?

The Mnistar

of Enargy. tha
Homaurabla Ms
Joamat-Patiersson,

46

by the end of the financial year. Tha
M-mnﬂhrmrlm
of the Muclear Fusl Cycla would also ba
complated

Sa far, there doesn? soem fo ba a
stumbdng block in this process. Recall
that the cutfined process, which included
the Vigndor Parade procass, has now
bean concludad.

What are the skills thai will be needed
for the new build 1o be successiul?
In Sodth Alrca. we already have a good
akills biese created and maintained
hrough the axistance of nuckear
indraatructure al Mecsa, Koebeang and
[Thamba LABS, as wall as skills and
capabiity created through the FBMR. We
hawa had programmes praviously, ke
SANHARP and ARECSA, thal devaloped
high-leved skills thad ane now baing
utilized In the secior.

One of the Warking Groups af
the Energy Minislesnial Commities has
workad on a skils develapment stratagy
inanticipaion of the ruchaar new build
Furtharmaore, tha dralt Muclear Energy
Agsearch Dovelopmeant and Innowation
Strabegy (MERIHS) s supparive ol the
hurman capilal developmient

Tharetora, he skills requined and
thiat &ne beng developed cul across tha
shills pyramid (artisans, echnesans,
technologisls, scientsls and angirseans
scneas all discipines|

Do you foreses any challenges with
thie mgw nuclear bulkd deadlings in
bringing the additional generation
capacity online?

S far, the procass has boan very
infensiva, with Wordng Groups hard

In your view, which counirins (besides
South Africa) could develop nuclear
enargy gensration |n the naxt 30 yoars
anvd why these countries?
Thare ars countries in Afica that have
Research Reactors and which South
Adrica corfinges o angaga in terms of
coliaborating, pamicularty in radinisclope
and radicpharmanmautical technoiogias (or
so-called radiation-based applicalions).
Therefore, nuchaas must not just be
looked &t from A pergective of powar
penecation but we must also lake nlo
cogrisance other aspacts of nuckaas for
which Alrica can take a laad giobally,
Mede that South Africa Is amongst tha
top manudpciurers and suppliers of
radicpharmacaiticats in tha warkd.

Lasily, Mecsa is celebrating 50 years of
the SAFARK1 research reacior; what
does the future hold for Necsca as a
corporation?

Thi luture is wary bright far Necsa
bacausa tha radiophamaceuticals
busirgss case marionsd aaiar
ganerates significant karaign cumency

far thie ecurdry. Wa ar currently warking
on Strabagic projocts tal will enhanca
Mecan's capability and capacty imo the
Tuture and are resbgring our A&D 10 facus
on innoyvation outputs.

W ane already gararaling new
technologies, soma of which ara ready
lar commercialisation. As such, we play
& critical rale within the National System
o Inrvation. We already have ASME
Il pecraditation {the only antity in Africa
Enid cna of & law globaly) thal pleces our
mucisar manufaciuring capabiity on a par
wilh the best in tha world, @3
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